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AFGHANISTAN 

Y103  25  Pul  SH  1352  (1973).  Brass-Clad 

Steel  (19mm) 

Y104  50  Pul  SH  1352  (1973).  Copper-Clad 

Steel  (21mm) 

Y107  5 Afghani  SH  1352  (1973),  Copper- 

Nickel-Clad  Steel  ( 27 . 4mm) 

BRAZIL 

Y93a  1 Cruzeiro  1975,  Cupro-Nickel 

GERMANY-FEDERAL  REPUBLIC 

Yl40  5 EM  1975,  Silver  (29mm) 

European  Monument  Protection  Year 
Yl4l  5 DM  1975,  Silver  (29mm) 

Centennial  Birth  of  Albert  Schweitzer 

HAITI 

Y23  5 Centimes  1975,  Cupro-Nickel  (20mm) 

Y24  10  Centimes  1975,  Cupro-Nickel  (22mm) 

(Y23-24:  F.  A.  0.  Coinage) 

INDIA 

(The  1 Rupee  listed  as  Y107  in  the  October, 
1975  NI  Bulletin  is  actually  the  same  de- 
sign as  Y-74,  but  in  cupro-nickel  instead 
of  nickel.  The  piece  will  be  numbered  74a 
because  of  the  metal  difference.) 

MACAU 

Y7  20  Patacas  1975,  *650  Silver  (35mm) 
Macau -Taipa  Bridge  Comm. 

PAPAU  NEW  GUINEA 

Y9  100  Kina  1975,  .9OO  Gold  (27mm) 
Independence  Commemorative 

PERU 

Y78  10  Centavos  1975,  Brass  (l4.8mm) 

Y79  20  Centavos  1975,  Brass  (l6.3mm) 

Y80  l/2  Sol  1975,  Brass  ( 17.7mm) 

Y8l  1 Sol  1975,  Brass  (20.8mm) 

Y82  5 Soles  1975,  Cupro-Nickel  (22.2mm) 

(Y78-82:  New  Coinage) 


(Continued  on  page  338) 
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PRE  SIDENT’S  MESSAGE 


The  two  subjects  I am  addressing  here  are  an  increase  in  dues  and  the 
publication  of  a new  membership  list.  After  reading  these  comments, 
should  you  have  any  questions  or  suggestions,  please  don't  hesitate 
to  let  me  know. 

Like  everyone  else  NI  has  been  hit  hard  by  rising  costs.  In  our 
case,  since  most  of  our  labor  is  free,  the  major  increases  have  come 
in  printing  and  postage.  Action  taken  to  avoid  raising  the  dues  in 
the  past  have  included  a diligent  and  continuous  search  for  more 
economical  publishing,  the  more  efficient  use  of  publication  space, 
the  use  of  lighter  weight  paper,  a switch  to  bulk  postage  rates, 
attainment  of  a non-profit  status  and  special  charges  for  requested 
airmail  deliveries.  These  actions,  along  with  some  generous  donations 
from  the  membership,  have  staved  off  a dues  increase  for  three  years. 
However,  the  latest  announced  postal  increase,  to  be  effective  about 
January  1,  1976,  is  the  straw  that  broke  the  camel's  back.  The  board 
has  voted  to  raise  the  dues  to  $7*00  per  year,  effective  January  1, 
1976.  Even  at  $7*00,  NI's  dues  are  below  those  of  most  other  organ- 
izations, especially  those  with  monthly  publications.  One  good 
aspect  is  that  the  board  has  not  voted  to  increase  the  Life  Membership 
charge  of  $150.00  yet,  and  the  dues  increase  to  $7*00  makes  Life 
Memberships  more  attractive. 

New  membership  applications  with  the  correct  dues  indicated  are 
available  on  request  from  the  membership  chairman  at  the  regular  NI 
address.  If  you  must  use  an  old  copy,  please  change  the  dues  to 
$7.00. 

Associated  with  the  change  in  dues  and  included  in  this  mailing  is  a 
return  envelope  for  your  dues  remittance  and  a statement  of  your 
account  where  applicable. 

If  you  were  a new  member,  whose  name  was  published  in  the  NI  Bulletin 
from  February  through  October  1975;  your  1976  dues  will  be  prorated 
to  give  you  credit  for  the  partial  year  in  1975*  If'  you  have  a credit 
balance  in  your  NI  account,  that  balance  will  be  applied  to  your 
1976  dues.  Should  the  credit  balance  exceed  the  dues,  you  may  re- 
quest payment  of  the  balance. 

Also  of  interest,  a new  membership  list  will  be  published  early  next 
year.  In  the  past  a few  NI  members  have  requested  that  their  name 
or  address  be  withheld  from  the  list.  If  you  wish  to  do  this,  please 
let  the  membership  chairman  know.  In  addition,  if  there  is  a change 
or  correction  in  address,  trading  status  or  collecting  specialties, 
let  us  know  that  too.  If  you  do  not  know  what  is  on  the  present 
list,  write  and  tell  us  what  you  want  on  the  new  one.  These  actions 
will  help  avoid  any  problems  and  allow  NI  to  better  serve  the  member- 
ship. 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


November  1975  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  December  1,  1975;  their  membership  will  become  effective  that 
date.  (MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

1190  Larry  L.  Laraby,  Pilot  House  - Unit  50,  Mount  Wilson,  Mdo 
21112 

1191  Sidney  W.  Harl 

1192 - MT  Russell  Bobkoskie,  317  Kenneth  Ave.,  Johnstown,  Pa.  15904 

( Roman  Egypt  and  Ancients) 

1193- MT  Howard  L»  Norton,  12  Ponca  St.,  No.  Little  Rock,  Arko  72116 

(Newfoundland  and  Low  Mintage  Crowns) 

1194  M.  Timothy  Dunn,  Box  868,  Maitland,  Fla.  32751 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1195  Richard  E.  Harrell,  Uo  S0  NCSO,  FPO  New  York  O9526 

1196  R.  D.  Williams,  4060  Redwing  Ave.,  Jackson,  Miss.  39216 

1197 - MT  H.  H.  Eng,  25,  Walmer  Drive,  Singapore,  19 

(World  Types  & Crowns) 

1198- MT  Carling  Gresham,  P»  0.  Drawer  5^0,  Pomona  Park,  Fla.  32081 

(Counte marked  Coins,  Tokens  & Medals) 

1199 - MT  Eric  Anderson,  1563  No  W.  85th  Drive,  Coral  Springs,  Fla. 

33065  --  (War  Related  Issues,  Foreign  Coins  Struck  in  UoS.) 

1200- MT  James  Hughes,  14862  Glastonbury  Rd.,  Detroit,  Mich.  48223 

(England  & Ireland,  FAO,  Agriculture  on  Coins) 

1 201 - Ml  William  C.  Noyes,  Box  428,  Monument  Beach,  Mass0  02553 

(World  Types,  British  and  Other  Copper  Tokens) 

1202- MT  Lawroe  C.  Radway,  P.  0.  Box  1888,  Milwaukee,  Wise.  53201, 

(World  by  Date  and  Mint) 

1203  R.  C.  Soxman,  8019  Barron  St.,  Takoma  Park,  Md.  20012 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 


Reinstatement:  The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

O378-MT  Verne  R.  Walrafen,  1130  East  35th  Terrace,  Topeka,  Kansas 
66605  --  (Mexico  & South  America) 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


Acknowledgement  is  being  made  to  the  member  listed  below  who  has  so 
kindly  donated  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library: 

Igor  Mojeiko,  Moscow,  U.S.S.R. 

Rare  Coins  of  the  Hermitage,  Aurora  Publishers,  Leningrad 
"(This  excellent  book  is  in  both  English  and  Russian  Text, 
having  numerous  illustrations,  all  in  excellent  color  photo- 
graphy. Special  thanks  to  Mr.  Mojeiko  for  this  excellent 
addition  to  the  NI  Library.) 

The  above  reference,  and  all  other  references  previously  published 
in  these  reports,  and  in  the  197^-  Edition  of  the  NI  Library  List, 
are  available  for  30-bay  loan  periods.  Copies  of  the  197^-  NI  Li- 
brary List  may  be  obtained  upon  request  direct  to  the  Librarian 
(see  page  3 10  for  address). 

Carl  Young,  Librarian 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 

Donation  and 

Name  Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 

R.  D.  Wells  3 Australian  Coins  NI  Reference  Collection 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 

While  I was  in  attendance  of  the  NI  meeting  held  during  the  August 
American  Numismatic  Association  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  discus- 
sion came  up  among  several  NI  members  there  concerning  translations 
of  articles  for  the  NI  Bulletin  which  are  submitted  in  languages 
other  than  English. 

Two  or  three  of  the  members  there  indicated  they  would  be  glad  to 
assist  in  languages  familiar  to  them. 

A suggestion  was  made  that  I put  out  an  appeal  to  the  entire  member- 
ship for  volunteer  translators  and  that  I keep  a file  of  these 
members  so  that  they  could  be  called  on  for  assistance  on  a rotating 
basis,  where  more  than  one  volunteers  for  the  same  language. 

This  seems  to  be  an  excellent  idea  and  therefore,  I am  now  asking 
any  members  qualified  in  this  aspect  to  personally  write  to  me  list- 
ing the  languages  they  can  translate  into  English. 

My  thoughts  are  that  this  will  be  an  excellent  tool  to  obtain  many 
more  articles  from  members  living  in  non-English  speaking  countries 
who  need  assistance  with  translation  of  their  native  language  written 
articles  into  English  for  the  NI  Bulletin. 
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Marvin  L . Fraley, 
Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


July,  1973  IDENTIFICATION , Please?  and  "A  Cry  For  Recognition" 

The  three  coins  on  page  209  (July,  1975  NI  Bulletin)  can  be  identified 
as  Spanish.  I don't  know  the  fourth,  with  the  blank  reverse.  The 
others  are  small  Spanish  change  counters tamped  in  the  reign  of  Filip 
III  or  (more  likely)  Filip  IV.  These  two  kings  waged  war  against 
France  and  were  slowly  losing . The  war  had  already  started  under 
Filip  II  but  large  gold  inflows  from  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
and  Middle  America  prevented  the  consequences  to  be  felt  in  his  reign 
and  the  first  part  of  the  reign  of  Filip  III.  Thereafter,  small 
change  was  hoarded,  only  worn  pieces  circulated <,  These  were  counter- 
stamped  with  roman  numerals  to  indicate  their  new  value  as  IV,  VI, 

VIII  or  XII  maravedis.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  the  Nether- 
lands owed  their  independence  to  some  extent  to  these  financial 
troubles  as  Spain  couldn't  afford  to  pay  its  soldiers  fighting  a 
rebellion  in  the  Netherlands.  Mutinies  and  atrocities  brought  many 
loyalists  into  the  other  camp. 

On  page  208  (July,  1975  NI  Bulletin),  the  reasons  for  putting  a bible 
text  on  an  imitation  penny  were  two  fold:  cynicism  and  greed . Under 

contemporary  British  law  copper  coins  differing  from  regal  coinage  in 
some  aspect  were  not  forgeries.  Who  then,  would  have  objections 
against  a bible  text?  Moreover,  the  traditional  "Hibernia"  on  the 
reverse  read  "Ireland"  instead.  However,  many  people  in  Ireland  were 
illiterate.  They  wouldn't  know  the  difference  between  some  letter- 
ing and  others,  and  they  might  even  recognize  the  word  "Ireland". 
Therefore,  these  coins  were  readily  accepted  by  the  pople  who  could 
least  afford  to  lose  money:  the  very  poorc 

Peter  Kraneveld 

Purmerend,  The  Netherlands 


"Battle  of  Nations"  (NI  Bulletin,  August,  1975;  pg»  226) 


To  clear  up  the  controversy  (Letters  to  the  Editor,  Oct.,  1975;  NIB, 
PS.  281),  I am  submitting  a brief  history  of  Prince  von  Metternich 
who  was  the  principal  driving  force  between  Napoleon's  second  marriage 
and  position  in  The  Napoleonic  Wars.  He  did,  indeed,  per  my  article 
influence  Bavaria  to  join  forces  against  Napoleon  on  the  side  of 
Austria. 

"METTERNICK,  1773-1859  Prince  von;  Austrian  diplomat  and  ambas- 
sador)bom  in  Coblenz.  At  28  he  was  appointed  Austrian  minis- 
ter at  the  court  of  Dresden,  and  after  the  lapse  of  two  years 
he  was  sent  as  ambassador  to  Berlin,  where  he  took  a leading 
part  in  the  coalition  which  was  dissolved  by  the  battle  of 
AusterlitZo  After  the  peace  of  Pressburg  young  Metternich  was 
appointed  minister  at  the  court  of  Napoleon.  The  new  minister 
set  himself  the  task  of  restoring  Austrian  prestige  by  that 
policy  of  enlightened  selfishness  which  he  pursued  for  the  next 
thirty  years.  His  first  achievement  was  to  conclude  a marriage 
between  Napoleon  and  an  Austrian  archduchess.  Josephine  was 
divorced,  and  in  l8l0  Metternich  escorted  Marie  Louise  to  Paris. 
Amidst  the  difficulties  of  1812-1813  Metternich  maintained  at 
first  a temporizing  policy,  but  the  obstinacy  of  Napoleon  at 
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length  led  him  to  resolve  upon  the  declaration  of  war  with 
France  in  August  1813.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  the  grand 
alliance  was  signed  at  Teplitz.  In  the  subsequent  conference 
and  treaties  he  took  a prominent  part,  and  signed  on  behalf  of 
Austria  the  second  Treaty  of  Paris  (1815).  With  the  fall  of 
his  government  during  the  February  Revolution,  he  fled  to  Eng- 
land in  l8 48,  returning  to  Austria  in  1851." 

Reference:  The  Universal  Standard  Encyclopedia,  N.Y. 

(1956),  pgs.  5701-5702. 


George  T.  Ryden 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  MONTH): 

Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from 
the  collection  for  research  purposes  can  do  so  simply  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  ways . 

PHILIPPINES:  Yl4  - 1904;  Y21  - I9O3S ; Y29  - 1944s ; Y30a  - 1944P, 

1944s ; Y31  - 1944d,  1945D;  Y32  - 1944D,  1945D;  Y33  - 
1944-s,  1945s;  Y36  - i960,  1962,  1963;  Y37  - 1964;  Y38  - 
1958;  i960,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1966;  Y39  - 1958,  1962, 

1964,  1966(6  Smoke  Rings),  1966(8  Smoke  Rings);  Y40  - 
1964;  Y46  - 1967,  1969;  Y47  - 1967,  1972;  Y48  - 1967, 
1968;  y49  - 1967- 

POLAND:  Yll  - 1923;  Y39  - 1949;  YA46  - 1963,  1968;  YAA47  - 1968; 

Y50  - I960. 

PORTUGAL:  Y39  - 1927;  Y5'4  - 1952;  1962;  Y55  - 1951;  Y60  - 1953,  1962, 
1964,  1965;  Y67  - 1964;  Y68  - 1964;  Y71  -.1971. 

PUERTO  RICO:  Hacienda  Token  "FRANCISCO  PEREZ  - 5"  (Anasco  Province). 

QATAR  & DUBAI:  Y1  - 1966.' 

REUNION:  Y8  - 1948,  1964;  Y9  - 1948. 

RHODESIA:  Y1  - 1964;  Y2  - 1964;  Y3  - 1964. 

RHODESIA  & NYAS ALAND : Y1  - 1957,  1958. 

RIGA  (UNDER  POLAND):  Billon  Solidus  - 1598  (Saurma  #3027). 

RIGA  (UNDER  SWEDEN):  Billon  Solidus  - 1640 

ROMAN  COINS:  (Several  needing  positive  identification). 

ROMANIA:  Y49  - 1924  Poissy;  Y102  - 1963 ; Y103  - I96O;  Y104  - i960. 

RUSSIA:  Y9  - 1905;  y48  - 1899;  Y95  - 1932;  Y104  - 1935,  1936;  Y107  - 
1940;  Ylio  - 1940;  Ylll  - 1941;  Y116  - 1956;  Y117  - 1956; 

Y126  - 1963;  Y130  - 196I;  Y142  - (1975). 

RWANDA  & BURUNDI:  Y1  - 1961. 

ST.  PIERRE  & MIQUELON:  Y1  - 1948;  Y2  - 1948. 

SALVADOR:  Y19a  - 1968;  Y33  - 1970. 

SAUDI  ARABIA:  YA23  - 1378;  Y24  - 1376;  Y25  - 1376,  1378. 

SEYCHELLES:  Yl4  - 196I. 
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FRONTIERS  OF 
NUMISMATICS 

No.  2,  Par  t 2 : 

MODERN  ISLAMIC  COINAGE 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Curator  of  Numismatics, 

University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum 


The  area  of  the  Arabian  Peninsula  and  the  Red  Sea  is  most  complex 
and  could  be  an  area  for  which  to  form  a special  type  collection. 

At  the  same  time,  all  populated  areas  which  have  done  so,  or  do,  issue 
coins,  are  areas  of  extremely  small  population,  so  the  mintages  are 
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(Map:  Courtesy  of  Aramco  World  Magazine.) 
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very  small.  Many  of  these  countries  have  came  into  prominence  today 
either  because  they  are  oil  states  like  Bahrain  or  Kuwait,  or  they 
are  emirates  like  Fujairah  and  Ajman  which  mint  masses  of  material 
solely  for  collectors,  just  as  they  print  endless  sets  of  worthless 
postage  stamps.  However,  all  coins  are  of  course  so-called  "legal 
tender" . 

In  the  19th  century  all  of  these  places  were  either  part  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire,  or  were  controlled  by  the  British.  Those  controlled  by 
the  British,  like  the  Arabian  Sultanates,  had  few  coins  of  their  own, 
but  used,  for  the  most  part,  the  coins  of  British  India  or  the  Indian 
Princely  States,  with  local  counterstamps.  One  may  also  find  coins 
of  Great  Britain,  the  Straits  Settlements,  Zanzibar  and  even  Spanish 
America  countermarked . The  best  known  coin  of  all,  however,  was,  and 
is,  the  Maria  Theresa  Thaler  which  is  still  minted  for  use  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  It  must  have  the  record  for  longevity  in  use  and 
minting,  over  200  years.  I suppose  Quaiti  has  the  most  such  coins 
and  it  would  make  the  most  fascinating  collection  of  all  - if  one  had 
the  money.  Naturally,  all  of  these  coins  are  somewhat  expensive. 

At  the  end  of  this  article  you  will  find  a supplement  on  the  Quaiti 
countermarked  coins,  with  enlarged  photos  of  the  coins  and  their 
countermarks . 

The  most  important  country  is  Saudi  Arabia,  formed  out  of  the  sultan- 
ate of  Nejd  and  the  Kingdom  of  Hejaz.  This  was  done  by  Abdul  Aziz 
Rhman  Al'  Saud,  as  a result  of  the  destruction  of  Turkish  control  by 
the  campaign  of  Lawrence  of  Arabia.  The  two  halves  of  the  present 

kingdom  originally  used  the  Osmanli 
coinage,  Egyptian  coinage  (really  Os- 
manli, since  "Egypt  was  nominally  a part 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  the  coins  of 
the  latter  circulated  there),  and  Maria 
Theresa  thalers.  During  1916  and  1923 
such  coins  were  heavily  overstruck  in 
Arabic.  This  is  a logical  starting 
place  for  a collection  representing 
the  area  and/or  20th  century  Islamic 
coinage . 

The  coinage  of  the  new  kingdom  consists  of  40  paras  = 1 girsh  = 1 
riyal:  40  silver  riyals  = 1 gold  guinea.  The  designs  are  strictly 

Islamic,  only  the  thaler  having  a human  portrayal.  The  more  recent 


Hejaz  - Mehmet  V 
20  Para  with  Ctmk. 
(N.P.  1061) 


1 Riyal  1370.H  (Y20)  50  Halala  1972  (Y3_l) 

coins  are  well  minted  and  extremely  attractive.  Only  the  issues 
since  1922  have  the  denomination  western  style  as  well  as  Arabic. 
For  the  F.O.A.  coinage,  the  European  date  is  also  given  in  Arabic 

3 IT 


numerals.  The  coinage  is  strictly  utilitarian,  with  no  fancy  issues, 
but  it  is  none  the  less  beautiful. 


Saudi  Arabia  should  not  be  confused  with  South  Arabia.  This  was  a 

federation  formed  by  the  British  in 
1959  six  minute  sheikdoms  and  sultan- 
ates. It  issued  a set  of  four  coins 
for  everyday  use  in  1964.  It  was  joined 
by  ten  more  states  the  following  year. 
There  was  a revolution,  however,  in  1967? 
and  the  area  became  the  People’s  Demo- 
cratic Republic  of  Yemen <»  It  has  issued 
only  one  coin  and  uses  1000  fils  = 1 
dinar. 


South(em)  Arabia  The  other  big  country  of  the  Arabian 

50  Fils  1964  (Y4)  peninsula  is  Yemen,  or,  more  correctly, 

the  Yemen  Arabic  Republic.  It  is  also 
called  San' a,  from  its  capital  city.  It  was  Turkish  until  1918 
when  it  won  autonomy  under  its  Iman.  (Priest).  It  was,  however,  a 
reactionary  theocracy.  Eventually  rebellion  broke  out  and  a Repub- 
lic was  established.  There  has  been  a long  and  bitter  struggle  be- 
tween the  royalists  and  the  republicans,  still  not  entirely  finished. 
I was  in  contact  with  it  for  a while  as  a friend  of  mine,  Bruce 
Conde,  became  a Muslim,  and  was  postmaster  for  the  royalist  forces. 


The  country  is  very  poor.  The  major  coin  has  long  been  the  Maria 
Theresa  thaler.  The  present  government  dislikes  this  and  tries  to 
discourage  its  use.  A century  old  habit  dies  hard.  The  currency  is 
complex.  2 Halala  = 1 Bogach  while  2 Bogach  = 1 Piastre.  40  Bogach 
= 1 Imadi  (or  Ahmadi),  which  equals  one  Ryal  (Rial),  which  in  turn 
equals  one  Maria  Theresa  thaler.  On  top  of  all  this  the  denominations 

are  divided  into  fractional  portions 
of  halalas,  imadis  and  rials!  Under 
Turkish  rule  it  had  its  own  bronze 
coinage.  However,  down  to  the  present, 
it  continues  to  be  strictly  Islamic, 
without  a trace  of  Western  influence. 

Most  of  the  coins  are  of  bronze  or 
aluminum.  A complete  set  of  types  would 
make  an  interesting  display.  The  large 
silver  pieces  (imadis  or  rials)  are 
very  handsome,  though  the  Ahmadis  are 
quite  often  overstruck  on  Maria  Theresa 
thalers.  Most  fascinating  are  the  five-sided  l/l6  Ahmadis  ( 1948/61) 
and  the  hexagonal  l/8  Ahmadis  (1949).  Both  royalist  and  republican 
forces  have  issued  the  inevitable  "fancy  pieces"  in  silver  and  gold 
which  have  been  Non -Circulating  Legal  Tender  (NCLT).  These  had  a 
very  limited  issue  and  are  designs  calculated  to  appeal  to  the  West. 
They  are  not  worth  including  in  any  Islamic  collection,  though  no 
doubt  they  are  of  value  to  speculators. 


2 Bogach  1382  H. 
(YA27) 


The  regular  coinage  is  fairly  well  minted.  In  most  cases  the  mintage 
is  small,  and  comparatively  inexpensive  because  of  the  lack  of  col- 
lectors. There  are  a certain  number  of  varieties  which  add  to  the 
general  interest. 


Amongst  the  small  states,  or  emirates,  producing  legitimate  currency, 
and  which  should  be  represented  in  any  collection  of  Islamic  coins, 
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are  the  following:  Qatar  and  Dubai  (do  not  confuse  with  Quaiti 

State),  Kuwait,  Bahrain  and  Muscat  and  Oman.  Unfortunately,  all 


Kuwait 

100  Fils,  1969 
(Y13) 


Uo  A.  E. 

5 Fils  1973 
FAO 


Qatar-Dubai 
50  Dirham  1966 
(Y5) 


these  have  also  produced  quite  a bit  of  speculative  NCLT  as  well, 
but  these  snould  be  ignored.  Other  sultanates  producing  coins  have 
been  Ghurfah,  Tarim  (Hadramut),  Lahaj,  and  Mukalla.  These  are  also 
known  as  the  Arabian  Sultanates. 

Apart  from  the  countermarked  coinage  of  Quaiti  ( see  supplement  at 
end  of  this  article),  there  are  certain  entirely  non-Muslim  coins. 
These  deserve  a place  in  any  collection  of  the  Islamic  coins  of  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  ex-Ottoman  Empire.  The  most  obvious  is  the 
Maria  Theresa  thaler,  uncount ermarked,  for  my  cousin,  excavating  in 
Oman  last  year,  came  across  quite  a number  of  recent  restrikes  in  the 
bazaar  there  and  bought  me  one.  English  sovereigns  of  Victoria  and 
George  V of  Great  Britian  also  have  a place.  The  former  were  some- 
times countermarked  in  Quaiti.  In  World  War  I,  during  the  revolt 
led  by  Lawrence  of  Arabia,  great  quantities  of  sovereigns  were  ship- 
ped to  the  Arabian  peninsula  for  use  in  the  campaign.  If  I remember 
correctly,  the  same  was  done  in  World  War  II.  They  were  a widely 
recognized,  and  used,  currency,  just  as  we  in  Turkey  bought  sovereigns 
and  reqadiyes,  in  case  we  had  to  leave  in  a hurry. 

Although  it  was  the  practice  in  colonial  times,  it  is  hard  for  us  to 
imagine  living  in  a country  where  foreign  currencies  were  in  general 
use.  However,  here  in  Nebraska,  both  the  Canadian  1 and  10  cent 
pieces  pass  muster,  though  not  officially. 

To  round  out  a good  Islamic  collection,  there  are  three  other  cur- 
rencies, apart  from  the  above,  which  I feel  should  be  represented 


Montenegro  (Y14) 
20  Para  1914 


Yugoslavia  (Y3) 
25  Para  1920 


because  of  their  ancestry.  This  is  because  they  are  reminders  of 
the  historic  past  and  the  fact  that  there  are  still  Muslim  minorities 
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in  Europe.  Montenegro,  later  a part  of  Serbia  for  a brief  time,  now 
a part  of  Yugoslavia,  had  1,  2,  10  and  20  para  pieces.  Serbia  itself 
used  "the  denomination,  plus  5 and  50  para  pieces.  It  also  used  1,  2, 

5,  10  and  20  dinara.  Yugoslavia,  an  enlarged  Serbia,  has  continued 
to  use  exactly  the  same.  It  is  worth  remembering  that  "para",  in 
Turkish,  also  means  "money".  It  was  the  coin,  originally  silver, 
which  replaced  the  early  Osmanli  "akce"  over  300  years  ago.  The 
"dinar"  has  an  even  older  history.  Under  that  name  it  had  its 
origins  as  a gold  coin  at  the  end  of  the  7th  century.  But,  originally 
it  was  the  Roman  denarius,  though  whether  the  "denarius  aureus"  or 
the  "denarius  argenteus",  I do  not  know.  The  story  of  the  two  de- 
nominations, used  in  non-Muslim  lands,  shows  clearly  why  samples  are 
needed  to  round  out  an  Islamic  coin  collection  of  the  Mediterranean 
basin,  and  the  ex-Osmanli  provinces. 

At  the  time  of  writing  I have  seen  several  newspaper  reports,  but 
cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy.  According  to  these  reports,  12  Arab 
States,  mainly  in  the  Arabian  Peninsula,  have  adopted  a new  monetary 
unit,  the  "akru" . This  would  seem  to  be,  for  the  present  at  least, 
a money  of  account  in  relation  to  the  dollar,  in  international  world 
trade.  It  is  reported  that  no  coins  or  notes  are  contemplated.  In 
point  of  fact,  it  is  highly  improbably  that  the  12  countries  con- 
cerned could  ever  agree  on  a uniform  design. 

I hope  that  this  brief  account  will  be  of  sufficient  interest  to 
arouse  some  to  the  really  challenging  effort  to  build  an  Islamic 
collection  of  coins.  Many  are  not  unduly  expensive,  because  of  the 
lack  of  demand.  The  majority,  however,  are  not  easy  to  find  (except 
the  NCLT),  so  the  challenge  is  real.  In  later  articles  I shall  deal 
with  the  coinage  of  the  other  Islamic  countries  of  the  world. 


Supplement 


QUAITI  COUNTERMARKED  COINS 


I am  deeply  indebted  to  Lauren  Benson  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  whom  I have 
found  one  of  the  most  generous  and  helpful  of  dealers,  for  his  loan 
of  the  4 coins  illustrated  below.  Also,  Charles  Messenger,  chief 
preparator  at  the  University  Museum,  for  his  excellent  photographs 
and  prints.  As  I have  learned,  photography  alone  is  not  enough: 
each  print  must  be  made  just  right. 

Strictly  speaking,  these  coins  are  really  beyond  the  scope  of  my 
article.  However,  Quaiti  made  extensive  use  of  countermarked  coins. 
The  Maria  Theresa  thaler  is  the  commonest,  and  the  best  known,  be- 
cause the  coin  is  still  minted  for  use  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
Also,  there  is  a tendency  to  weigh  the  coins  proffered  for  payment. 
When  I lived  in  Turkey,  when  we  bought  gold  re^adiyes,  or  sovereigns, 
they  were  always  weighed  first. 

Krause -Mishler ' s Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  shows  a number  of 
the  coins  that  were  countermarked.  There  were,  however,  many  more. 

I hope,  sometime,  at  least  to  give  a partial  list.  The  book  makes 
no  attempt  to  explain  the  countermarks,  and  there  is  often  more  than 
one  on  the  same  coin.  Craig’s  Coins  of  the  World  lists  none.  Unfor- 
tunately, I do  not  have  a Davenport  in  our  museum  library,  nor  mine, 
so  I cannot  comment  on  what  it  has. 
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Ons  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  Quaiti  countermarks  is  that 
they  are  well  and  clearly  made,  which  is  not  the  case  with  so  many 
countermarks . 


After  the  thaler,  the  commonest  coins  used  were  those  of  British 
India.  This  was  natural  because  of  the  trade  with  and  from  India. 
Sometimes,  also,  coins  of  the  Native  States  are  found  with  counter- 
marks  . 


No.  1 of  my  illustrations  is  a countermark  on  a half-crown  of  George 
III  of  l8l7,  itself  a not  common  coin. 

This  is  a very  interesting  and  specialized  field  in  which  little  work 
has  been  done.  The  coins  are  not  easy  to  come  by  and  are  expensive  - 
at  least  as  far  as  the  small  collector  is  concerned! 

(Ed.  Note:  All  photographs  have  been  enlarged  approximately  l-l/2 

times  for  the  coins  involved  and  the  closeup  of  the  counterstamps  is 
further" enlarged  for  better  viewing.) 


NUMBER  1: 

Y6  - 1 Rupee  Size,  Large  c/S 

Counterstamp  of  Sultan  on  George  III  l/2  Crown,  1817 
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NUMBER  2: 

YTa  - 1 Ryal,  Large  c/S 

(D-486)  On  1780  Maria  Theresa  Thaler  . 

Counterstamp  of  Monasar  Bin  Abdullah  al  Quain. 
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Y5  - 1 Rupee  Size,  Small  c/S 

(Dav.  U87)  On  Indian  Rupee,  Single  Small  Counterstamp. 
Counterstamp:  So-Arabia  Wadi  Hadhr'amOut 


NUMBER  b: 

Y5  - 1 Rupee  Size,  Small  c/S 

On  Victoria  Rupee,  Single  Small  Counterstamp 

Counterstamp:  Sultan  Monasar  Bin  Abdullah,  1307  A.H. 
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Truth  and  fiction  of  the  SMS  Emden.  . 


A NUMISMATIC  SEA  STORY 

by  Dick  Upton 


The  saga  or  sagas  of  the  German  light  cruiser  "Emden"  continue  to  be 
told;  both  in  truth  and  in  fiction  anci  as  they  are  told  and  retold; 
turn  the  story  of  this  little  known  ship  of  World  War  I into  one  of 
the  most  interesting  tales  of  the  "War  to  end  all  wars". 

The  keel  for  this  light  cruiser  of  the  German  Pacific  Fleet  was  laid 
in  June  1906  in  Danzig  and  was  completed  in  1908. 

The  vessel  was  powered  by  12  Schulz-Thomycroft  boilers  producing 
13j500  horsepower.  These  could  propel  the  vessel  at  25  knots.  The 
boilers  were  coal  fed;  using;  or  carrying;  400  to  $00  tons  of  coal. 
The  ship's  displacement  was  36OO  tons. 

The  Emden  was  assigned  to  the  Pacific  Fleet  upon  completion  and  was 
at  Kiao  Chau  with  a complement  of  321  men  when  World  War  I broke  out 
She  operated  from  the  Kiao  Chau  Naval  Base  facilities;  ranging  south 
to  Australia  and  east  to  Midway  Island  with  her  sister  ships  Bremen 
and  Karlsruhr  and  other  ships,  until  sunk  by  the  HMAS  Sydney  on  9 
November  1914  at  the  Cocos-Keeling  Islands. 

One  of  the  truth-fiction  points  of  interest  concern  how  the  Emden 
was  sunk.  She  was,  at  the  time,  rushing  to  assist  one  of  the  larger 
ships  of  the  German  fleet  that  was  in  distress.  Likewise,  at  the 
time,  the  Sydney,  along  with  other  Allied  warships  was  hunting  for 
the  disabled  enemy  ship,  the  SMS  Ziethern.  Both  groups  of  ships  con- 
fronted each  other  and,  in  the  end,  Emden  was  sunk  and  Ziethern 
trapped  and  scuttled. 

Like  many  of  the  German  ships  of  the  fleet,  SMS  Emden  issued  coinage 
(tokens  per  se)  and  had  commemorative  currency  issued  in  her  honor. 

During  her  short-lived  life  in  the  Pacific,  SMS  (steam  motor  ship) 
Emden  issued  four  known  types  of  ship's  canteen  tokens.  Two  10 
pfennig  tokens,  a 50  pfennig  token,  and  a 300  pfennig  token.  All 
were  in  brass,  all  were  round. 


10  Pfennig 


300  Pfennig 


One  10  pfennig  token  and  the  300  pfennig  token  were  of  similar  type, 
as  were  the  other  10  pfennig  and  the  50  pfennig.  The  one  10  pfennig 
and  the  300  pfennig  carried  the  same  legend,  "10  KANTINE"  and  "300 
KANTINE"  in  the  upper  half  and  a six-pointed  star  in  the  lower  half 
with  "KREUZER  EMDEN"  across  the  bottom,  on  the  obverse.  The  reverses 
were  blank. 

The  other  10  and  the  50  pfennig  tokens  were  not  blank  on  the  reverse 
and  carried  the  denominations  there.  On  the  obverses  of  both,  across 
the  top  was  "KANTINE",  across  the  bottom  "EMDEN",  and  in  the  center 
between  six-pointed  stars  "SMS". 

1 Mark  nickel-plated  tokens  were  also  in  use.  However,  these  have 
not  been  seen  or  confirmed  by  this  writer.  None  of  the  tokens  were 
dated . 

The  SMS  Emden  was  not  a large  ship  as  ships  go,  nor  was  she  a heavily 
armed  ship.  Below  is  pictured  the  deck  and  side  views  of  the  ship, 
revealing  her  size  and  armaments  clearly. 


However,  SMS  Emden  was  respected  by  the  citizens  of  the  city  for 
which  she  was  named. 





(Stabt 

moen 


50  pfennig 

CMufitkatTc  in  £mi>en  deni  Crinlteferer 
died 5 Sdjptiics. 

f Kaaidrat : 


Obverse  (Emden  Note) 
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Reverse  (Emden  Note) 

On  15  December  1918,  the  city  of  Emden  issued  a 50  Pfennig  notgeld 
note  commemorating  the  SMS  Emden.  This  note  shows  the  city  square, 
with  the  city  hall  and  other  buildings,  on  the  obverse  and  the  SMS 
Emden  herself,  at  sea,  on  the  reverse.  The  entire  note  is  done  in 
blues  and  greens  (in  keeping  with  the  sea  theme)  with  black  and 
white  printing  ancT'ac  cents . t 

The  truth  of  the  saga  of  the  Emden  has  been  told  in  naval  books, 
newspapers,  and  history  books  over  the  years.  It  has  also  been  told 
in  fictional  books.  It  Is  the  latter  that  the  truth  begins  to  give 
way  to  pure  fantasy. 

In  his  book  "Brown  on  Resolution",  C.  S.  Forester  tells  the  true  saga 
of  Emden  (and  Sydney)  to  a point.  He  uses  the  locale  of  Resolution 
Island  (which  is  in  the  Indian  Ocean  also,  but  further  east).  This 
is  where  truth  begins  to  give  way  to  fiction.  There  are  numerous 
other  points  in  his  book  that  are  pure  fiction  and  since  the  book  is 
fictional,  no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Forester.  Forester's  book,  however, 
by  chance  was  used  as  the  basis  and  script  for  a 1949  Hollywood 
movie  and  by  the  time  some  producer  and  director  finished  with  it, 
Emden' s saga  had  gone  from  truth  to  half-truth  to  pure  fantasy. 


The  crowning  blow  to  this  interesting,  but  oft  untold  saga  of  World 
War  I in  the  Pacific,  was  that  Hollywood  made  it  into  World  War  II 
movie.  The  movie  was  filmed  on  the  island  of  Malta  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea.  Hollywood  was  only  35  years  late  and  9000  miles  off  in 
continuing  the  saga  of  "SMS  Emden". 
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MAKING  A GOOD 
IMPRESSION 

by  William  E.  Mullan,  Jr.,  NI  1040,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Most  of  us  can  remember  as  children  pressing  a piece  of  foil  from  a 
stick  of  gum  against  the  face  of  a coin  and  obtaining  a nice  shiny 
replica  of  the  coin.  The  factor  that  led  to  the  adoption  of  this 
technique  by  serious  numismatists  is  probably  the  ready  availability 
of  aluminum  foil  in  the  form  of  kitchen  wrap. 

Foil  rubbings  are  certainly  superior  to  the  old  pencil  rubbings  that 
used  to  fade  and  smear,  but  the  making  of  good  foil  rubbings  takes 
care  and  practice  and  I have  not  as  yet  developed  the  necessary 
skill.  I was  delighted,  therefore,  when  an  acquaintance  made  a per- 
fect foil  impression  for  me  in  just  a few  seconds.  He  used  a tool 
adapted  from  the  type  of  hand-held  seal  that  notaries  use  to  impress 
their  seals  on  legal  documents.  This  is  the  story  of  what  I learned 
as  I made  such  a tool  for  myself,  and  of  some  of  my  experiments  in 
search  of  a better  way  to  make  foil  impressions. 

First  of  all  I found  that  most  stores  don't  stock  the  seals,  so  you 
can't  just  walk  in  and  ask  to  see  one.  Since  the  dies  are  custom- 
made,  the  seals  are  often  available  only  on  special  order  and  the 
price  includes  the  preparation  of  the  dies.  I lucked  out  in  finding 
a place  that  had  a seal  that  had  been  made  for  someone  years  before 
and  had  never  been  picked  up,  so  I got  a bargain  price 0 In  any  event, 
don't  pay  for  the  preparation  of  the  dies.  The  dies  come  in  several 
diameters  up  to  two  inches.  I think  one  and  five-eighths  inches  is 
best  for  reasons  that  will  become  clear  as  we  go  along. 

Referring  to  Figure  1,  the  die  holder  comes  equipped  with  a heavy 
brass  upper  die  and  a silver  gray  plastic  lower  die  blank.  In  my 
first  attempt  at  making  the  tool  I simply  removed  the  upper  die  re- 
placing it  with  a disk  of  hard  aluminum  alloy  about  one -sixteenth 
inch  thick.  I then  cemented  disks  of  inner  tube  rubber  to  it  and 
the  lower  die  blank.  This  didn't  work  well  for  two  reasons. 

First,  the  foil  had  a tendency  to  tear  around  the  perimeter  of  the 
coin.  It  turned  out  that  this  was  due  to  the  inner  tube  rubber 
being  too  soft.  I obtained  some  red  rubber  sheeting  about  one  six- 
teenth inch  thick  that  was  described  to  me  as  having  a hardness  of 
"70  Durometer"  whatever  that  means.  It  worked  and  I used  it  in  all 
subsequent  experiments. 

The  second  problem  is  one  that  is  inherent  in  the  design  of  the  hand 
held  seal.  The  hinge  of  the  die  holder  brings  the  dies  flat  together 
and  maximum  pressure  is  applied  with  only  the  thickness  of  a single 
sheet  of  paper  between  the  dies.  The  thickness  of  the  aluminum  disk 
and  two  sheets  of  rubber  was  greater  than  the  thickness  of  the  upper 
die  that  had  been  removed,  so  the  edge  of  the  rubber  nearest  the 
hinge  hit  first  and  then  the  upper  die  rolled  over  to  make  the 
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impression.  This  action  is  corrected  somewhat  by  removing  the 
plastic  lower  die  blank. 

The  final  form  of  the  tool  is  illustrated  in  Figure  1A.  The  holes 
in  the  heavy  base  of  the  die  holder  exposed  by  the  removal  of  the 
lower  die  are  filled  with  liquid  solder  and  filed  smooth.  The  alum- 
inum disk  is  cemented  in  place  of  the  upper  die,  and  the  edges  of 
the  cup  that  held  the  upper  die  are  filed  down  even  with  the  face 
of  the  disk.  Red  sheet  rubber  disks  are  then  cemented  to  the  base 
plate  and  the  disk.  In  this  configuration  the  faces  of  the  rubber 
sheet  come  together  flat  and  enough  pressure  is  exerted  by  the 
mechanism  to  make  a satisfactory  impression  of  thin  coins.  (Don’t 
squash  really  thin  coins  like  bracteates.)  The  "roll  over"  action 
of  the  upper  die  allows  for  coins  up  to  about  half  dollar  thickness, 
but  on  larger  coins  such  as  the  dollar,  the  interference  of  the  coin 
edge  nearest  the  hinge  is  too  much  for  the  tool  to  handle.  Insuf- 
ficient pressure  is  available  to  get  a strong  imprint  of  the  far 
edge.  However,  you  can  nibble  your  way  around  the  edge  in  five  or 
six  bites  and  get  a satisfactory  result.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
dies  larger  thn  one  and  five-eighths  inches  in  diameter  are  not 
recommended.  The  tool  doesn't  open  very  wide,  so  the  larger  die  would 
only  make  it  more  difficult  to  position  a small  coin  properly  before 
making  an  impression. 

At  this  point  the  average  coin  collector  is  ready  to  start,  so  I 
will  list  a few  "do's"  and  "don'ts". 

1. )  Make  sure  the  surface  of  the  coin  is  free  of  loose  dirt. 

Dirt  and  corrosion  will  show  on  the  finished  impression, 
so  the  use  of  a fine  brush  and/or  a bath  in  acetone  will 
improve  the  product „ 

2. )  Use  standard  weight  kitchen  foil  with  the  dull  side  out. 

Cut  foil  to  two  by  four  inch  size  and  fold  to  two  by  two 
inches . 

3-)  Mount  finished  impression  in  two  by  two  inch  holders  bent 
backwards  with  the  mylar  out,  or  remove  the  mylar  alto- 
gether. Staple,  through  the  excess  foil  around  the  im- 
pression. 

4.)  Don't  make  impressions  of  bracteates. 

5-)  Think  twice  before  squeezing  a coin  that  has  a fine  wire 
edge  o 

60)  If  you  want  to  photograph  the  detail  on  a dark  lead,  zinc, 
or  iron  coin,  make  a foil  impression  and  leave  the  coin  in 
foil  during  photography. 

Below  are  some  photographs  of  foil  impressions  I have  made  using 
this  method.  The  actual  quality  is  much  better  than  these  photo- 
graphs show,  especially  since  the  original  foil  impressions  were 
subjected  to  two  trips  through  the  U.  S.  Postal  Service  before  being 
photographed  by  John  Vandigriff  of  Dallas,  Texas.  Also,  as  stated 
before,  the  photographs  are  much  better  when  you  can  leave  the  coin 
in  the  foil  during  photography,  which  these  were  not. 
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1 Centesimo  1914 


# 

Denarius  of  C.  Poblicius  Malledus 


NETHERLANDS 
2-l/2  Cents;  1941 


MONACO 

10  Francs;  1946 


GAMBIA 

4 Shillings;  19 66 


330 


NEW  ZEALAND  DOLLAR 

(This  is  about  as  large  a coin  as  can  be  handled  in  the  hand-held 
tool.  It  is  "nibbled"  around  the  edge.) 


For  those  of  you  who  want  to  delve  deeper  into  the  subject  I will  re- 
late some  of  my  experiments. 


Since  the  basic  problem  with  the  hand-held  tool  is  due  to  the  hinged 
configuration  of  the  die  holder  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  a much 
better  tool  could  be  made  from  one  of  the  heavy  cast  iron  seals  in 
which  the  upper  die  moves  straight  up  and  down.  This  may  be  so, 
but  the  one  I experimented  with  required  considerable  modification 
and  it's  still  not  enough  better  than  the  hand-held  tool  to  justify 
the  effort.  Nevertheless,  there  are  many  different  models  available 
and  those  overseas  may  be  entirely  different,  so  I will  discuss  the 
problems  and  let  each  of  you  decide  for  himself. 


Once  again  there  is  a part  of  the  mechanism  that  you  can't  signifi- 
cantly change.  In  this  case  it  is  the  cam  which  in  my  model  is  a 
part  of  the  handle.  The  throw  of  the  cam  is  fixed  and  it  determines 
how  far  the  upper  die  will  travel.  The  curvature  of  the  cam  is  such 
that  the  maximum  leverage  is  applied  when  the  handle  is  approximately 
horizontal  and  this  is  quite  critical.  Thus,  if  you  are  making  an 
impression  of  a coin  and  the  upper  die  makes  contact  when  the  handle 
is  at  45  0 you  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  apply  maximum  pressure. 

This  is  double  trouble  because  with  a small,  thin  coin  maximum 
pressure  is  applied  to  a small  area  whereas  with  a big,  thick  coin 
you  not  only  have  less  total  pressure  but  it  is  distributed  over  a 
much  larger  area. 


Don’t  despair,  all  is  not  lost.  Refer  to  Figure  Two.  Observe  that 
when  contact  is  just  being  made  with  the  face  of  the  coin  the  base 
and  the  upper  dies  are  separated  by  two  thicknesses  of  rubber,  an 
aluminum  disk  and  the  thickness  of  the  coin.  If  your  device  can  be 
modified  so  that  the  handle  is  just  above  the  horizontal  at  the  moment 
contact  is  made  with  a thick  coin,  say  silver  dollar  size,  you  can 
adjust  for  all  thinner  coins  by  using  thicker  aluminum  disks.  It 
may  be  possible  to  solder  over  the  holes  in  the  base  (if  any)  and 
use  only  a rubber  disk  with  no  aluminum  at  all,  but  this  didn't 
work  with  mine. 


In  my  model  the  upper  die  is  held  in  place  by  a tapered  stud  that 
is  forced  into  a hole  in  the  end  of  the  cam  follower.  When  first 
assembled  there  remained  about  a sixteenth  of  an  inch  between  the  die 
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and  the  face  of  the  cam  follower.  By  carefully  hand-shaping  the  stud 
with  a file  I got  the  die  to  fit  snuggly  against  the  cam  follower 
thereby  picking  up  that  extra  clearance.  I could  then  work  with  coins 
up  to  about  half-dollar  size,  but  I needed  still  more  clearance  to 
handle  a dollar.  To  get  more  clearance  one  of  three  things  can  be 
done . 

1. )  Thin  down  the  upper  die; 

2. )  Cut  something  off  the  length  of  the  cam  follower;  or 

3. )  Shave  something  off  of  the  base. 

All  of  these  operations  require  the  use  of  machine  tools,  but  number 
two  looked  the  easiest,  so  I shortened  the  cam  follower  in  a metal 
lathe.  I took  off  all  of  the  length  that  was  exposed  below  the  upper 
body  when  the  handle  was  in  the  up  position.  The  device  can  now 
handle  coins  up  to  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

I now  turned  my  attention  to  another  type  of  tool  altogether.  In  my 
wanderings  I had  come  across  an  old  bottle  capper.  I removed  the 
cap-forming  die  and  mounted  in  its  place  the  heavy  brass  die  I had 
left  over  from  the  hand-held  seal  I first  described.  I cemented  to 
the  lower  face  of  the  die  an  aluminum  disk  to  cover  the  screw  head 
and  faced  the  disk  with  a piece  of  red  rubber.  See  Figure  Three. 


RACK  FROM  ARBOR  PRBSS 


Figure  3* 
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Originally,,  the  bottle  capper  was  about  15  inches  high.  At  that 
height  the  whole  thing  was  quite  wobbly,  so  I disconnected  the  base 
and  cut  off  as  much  of  the  stem  as  possible.  I left  only  as  much  of 
the  straight  section  of  the  stem  as  was  necessary  to  properly  remount 
it  on  the  base.  This  eliminated  about  nine  inches  of  excess  height 
and  made  it  much  more  stable. 


To  bring  the  lower  die,  consisting  of  a disk  of  aluminum  faced  with 
red  rubber,  up  to  a comfortable  working  level  I made  a wooden  block 
about  four  inches  tall.  There  is  a lot  of  "give"  in  the  assembly, 
and  the  rack  is  an  inexpensive  one  that  fits  very  loosely  in  its 
guide,  so  the  dies  did  not  press  together  evenly  when  under  pressure. 
I compensated  for  this  by  sloping  the  top  of  the  wood  block.  The 
upper  die  now  has  a slight  rocking  motion  similar  to  that  of  the 
hand-held  tool.  It  comes  down  first  on  the  far  edge  of  the  coin  and 
then  as  the  pressure  is  increased  the  whole  assembly  gives  a little 
so  that  the  dies  are  flat  together  when  pressure  is  at  a maximum. 


This  press  of  mine  will  not  develop  as  much  pressure  as  either  of 
the  other  two  versions.  The  mechanical  advantage,  or  leverage,  of 
of  rack  and  pinion  is  not  as  great  as  that  of  the  cam  action.  The 
impressions  it  makes  are  entirely  satisfactory,  however,  and  their 
deficiencies  are  only  apparent  when  closely  scrutinized  side  by 
side  with  impressions  made  by  the  other  tools. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  press  is  superior  to  the  other  in  several 
respect.s.  First,  it  can  accomodate  coins  of  any  thickness;  and 
second,  it  provides  a generous  amount  of  room  for  centering  the 
coin  and  its  foil  wrapper  when  the  handle  is  flipped  back  out  of  the 
way.  The  press  is  the  answer,  I believe,  for  someone  who  expects  to 
be  making  a great  many  foil  impressions  and  has  space  on  his  work 
bench  to  more  or  less  permanently  set  it  up.  Otherwise,  the  con- 
venience and  portability  of  the  hand-held  tool  would  make  it  my  first 
choice . 


THE  USE  OF  SILVER  DOLLARS  IN  SUCHOW  IN  1926 


An  excerpt  from  Through  Jade  Gate,  by  Mildred  Cable  and  Francesca 
French.  (Submitted  to  NI  by  0.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast,  N.  Ireland) 


"The  Mexican  (sic)  dollar  bears  on  it  the  effigy  of  Yuan  Shih  Kai, 
the  first  President  of  the  Chinese  Republic,  but  who  died  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  Presidency;  the  coins  having  been  carried  on  to 
a further  date,  are  onscribed  as  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and  even 
ninth  year  of  the  Presidency  of  the  said  Yuan  Shih  Kai.  The  unfor- 
tunate populace,  however,  painfully  experienced  in  being  made  the 
loser  by  every  manipulation  of  the  money  market,  and  realising  the 
likelihood  of  being  duped  once  again  (for  how  could  a dead  man  issue 
a currency?)  steadily  refused  to  accept  any  coins  dated  after  his 
death,  so  that  in  every  transaction  each  dollar  must  now  be  scruti- 
nised, while  every  one  dated  beyond  the  third  year  of  Yuan  Shih  Kai 
bears  a depreciated  value." 


(Ed.:  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  missionary  authors  of  Through 

Jade  Gate,  fluent  in  Chinese,  mention  Yuan  Shih  Kai  dollars  in  the 
7th,  8th  and  9th  years,  while  all  modem  references  show  only  the 
8th,  9th  and  10th  years  of  issue.) 
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HITLER’S  REVENGE 

by  George  T.  Ryden,  NI  1032 

Germany  was  defeated  by  the  Allies  in  World  War  I;  she  was  forced  to 
sign  an  armistice  in  a railway  coach  in  the  Forest  of  Compeigne  on 
November  11,  1918.  As  a country,  Germany  was  completely  unprepared 
to  face  defeat;  she  had  been  counting  on  victory,  or,  at  worst  --  a 
compromise  peace  where  she  could  escape  without  loss,  perhaps  even 
come  out  better.  She  had  more  hope  of  this  because  of  Presidaat 
Wilson’s  statements  --  including  his  l4  points,  and  because  of  her 
own  recent  change  of  government.  Germany's  people,  however,  failed 
to  realize  the  Allies  saw  her  as  pincipally  responsible  for  the  war, 
the  destruction  caused  by  it,  and  the  human  sufferings  inflicted  by 
it.  Tne  fair  land  of  Germany  was  hardly  touched  by  the  war;  however, 
large  areas  in  Belgium  and  France  were  devastated,  including  their 
towns,  villages,  principal  agricultural  areas,  mining  and  industry. 
Germany  also  forgot  her  pronouncements  as  to  world  power,  her  ruth- 
less U-boat  campaign,  her  introduction  of  gas  warfare,  and  her 
general  harshness  of  the  treatment  of  the  countries  she  subdued.  It 
would  have  been  better  if  the  Allies  had  marched  'into  Berlin  to  make 
the  defeat  clearer,  and  had  made  preliminary  terms  with  the  respon- 
sible army  chiefs  rather  than  with  the  civilian  Erzberger  as  head  of 
the  armistice  commission.  There  was  intense  lobbying  for  settlement 
--  and  a severe  allied  peace;  someone  had  to  pay  for  the  damages 
sustained  by  the  Allies.  Territorial  losses  (including  colonies), 
restrictions  on  trade,  limitation  on  the  size  of  her  army,  and 
sizeable  money  reparations  were  some  of  the  very  unpopular  terms 
with  Germany's  people. 

The  year  is  1940;  Hitler  has  swept  into  power  and  has  recently  over- 
whelmed Norway  and  Denmark.  Suddenly  on  May  10,  1940,  without  warn- 
ing and  with  overwhelming  land  and  air  forces,  Germany  attacks  the 
neutral  countries  of  Belgium,  Holland  and  Luxembourg.  This  is  the 
prelude  to  the  principal  attack  --  on  France.  The  Dutch  and  Belgian 
frontiers  are  quickly  overrun  by  parachutists  who  capture  bridges 
before  they  can  even  be  Llown  up;  Rotterdam  is  ruthlessly  bombed  and 
its  airfield  captured  on  the  first  day.  The  main  German  attack  on 
France  comes  on  May  14,  1940  at  her  weakest  point.  The  strategy  of 
Blitzkrieg  is  put  into  operation;  a tremendous  force  of  dive  bombers 
and  armoured  divisions,  outflanking  the  main  Maignot  Line,  breaks 
through  the  French  defenses  and,  once  through,  advances  with  in- 
credible speed.  By  May  20,  1940  Germany  reaches  the  sea;  the  French 
are  all  but  finished.  The  French  do  save  Paris,  however,  by  not  de- 
fending it,  and  the  Germans  enter  the  city  on  June  14,  1940. 

On  June  22,  1940  France  is  forced  to  sign  an  armistice.  The  ceremony 
of  signature  is  held  in  the  Forest  of  Compiegne  at  the  VERY  PLACE 
where  the  Germans  had  had  to  sign  on  November  11,  1918,  and  Hitler 
has  the  SAME  old  railway  coach  brought  out  from  the  museum  in  Paris 
and  brought  to  the  spot  for  the  signing  of  the  new  armistice.  At 
last  Hitler  has  turned  the  tables  and  gotten  his  revenge;  he  liter- 
ally dances  around  the  coach  and  slaps  his  thighs  with  joy.  He  has 
good  reason  to;  at  this  point  in  history  he  has  achieved  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  triumphs,  both  military  and  diplomatic,  in  history. 

This  military  victory,  as  well  as  the  other  chief  military  victories, 

(Continued  on  page  337) 
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PERSONAL  NOTES  ON  AN  ISLAMIC  COIN  REFERENCE  WRITTEN  IN  1947 


Below  are  some  notes  I made  in  1947  about  a newly  published  (at  that 
time)  book  on  Islamic  coins. 

Although  this  book  is  out  of  print  now  and  very  rare  (it  was  a limit- 
ed  edition);  I am  giving  these  notes  to  NI  to  publish  for  the  record, 
Jem  Sultan^  who  specializes  in  the  Islamic  issues  of  Asia  Minor  (mod- 
ern Turkey- in-Asia);  considers  the  book  to  be  outstanding  and  has 
made  wide  use  of  my  copy;  an  autographed  one  that  my  good  friend  gave 
to  me  and  which  I cherish  greatly.  The  book  is  an  important  milestone 
in  the  history  of  the  numismatics  of  the  forerunners  of  the  OsmanliS; 
and  of  Osmanli  numismatics  as  well.  Except  for  a few  specialists; 
this  field  aroused  little  interest  in  the  western  world  and  none  in 
Turkey.  It  is  the  forerunner  of  Nuri  Pere  and  Ciiyety  'Olcer,  and  the 
excellent  coverage  that  exists  now  in  Turkish;  but  is  still  lacking 
in  English.  There  are  also  many  new  discoveries  to  be  made.  In 
1955;  not  long  before  he  died;  Bay  Butak  brought  out  the  first  book 
on  the  coinage  of  the  Republic.  This  also  was  a forerunner  of  more 
recent  books. 


I wish  all  could  have  known  Bay  Butak.  He  was  the  symbol  of  all 
that  was  fine  in  the  old  Turkey  --  friendly;  courteous  and  smileful; 
just  like  a little  old  gnome.  His  house  near  the  British  Embassy 
was  the  old  style  Turkish  home;  with  iron  doors  and  latticed  windows. 
In  the  "living  room"  was  a beautiful  marble  fountain;  which  helped 
keep  the  house  cool  in  summer; for  it  was  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
no  nice  country  breezes.  I can  still  see  my  wife  and  I sitting 
there;  sipping  Turkish  coffee  from  little  silver  cup  holders  and 
visiting  about  Sel?uk  numismatics . Happy  memories! 


I. C .G. Campbell;  July;  1975* 


Islamic  Coins. 


There  was-  published  in  April  1947  in  Istanbul  a work  on  Turkish  num- 
ismatics entitled  "XI,  XII  ve  XIII  Yuzyillarda  Resimli  Turk  Paralan" 
(illustrated  Turkish  Coins  of  the  XI,  XII  and  XIII  Centuries)  by 
Behzad  Butak. 

This  book,  which  is  well  bound  and  printed,  deals  in  detail  with  127 
coins,  mainly  bronze,  in  the  author's  own  collection.  These  are  from 
the  following  Turcoman  or  Sel<?uk  rulers : 

1.  The  Artik  Ogullan  at  Amid  (Diyarbekir)  and  Mardin  (IO98-I339). 
2 o The  Zengi  Ogullan  of  Aleppo  and  Senear  1127-1262.  (The 
Atabeys  of  Mosul.) 

3.  The  Bektekini  of  Erbil  (Atabeys  of  Arbeles)  1147-1233. 

4.  The  Saldik  Ogullan  of  Erzerum  1071-1200,  and  of  Erzincan 
1071-1228. 

5.  The  Dani^mendi  (Danishmsnts)  of  Sivas  1071-1174. 

6.  The  Hisnkeyfa  Eyyubl'leri.  1190-1259* 

The  book  begins  with  tables  for  transcription  from  Arabic  and  Cufic 
letters,  and  numerals,  into  modem  Turkish,  which  is  phonetic. 

There  is  also  an  explanation  of  how  to  carry  out  this  transcription. 

The  text  consists  of  an  account  of  what  is  known  of  each  family  - in 
the  main  from  the  Islam  Encylopaedia  (where  possible  from  the  modem 
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Turkish  edition) . Then  the  coins  of  each  ruler,  where  there  are  any, 
prefaced  by  his  name  and  titles  in  modern  Turkish  and  Cufic  or 
Arabic.  Every  coin  is  illustrated,  full  size,  obverse  and  reverse. 

The  details  of  writing  are  not  clear,  partly  because  of  poor  striking. 
At  the  same  time  a drawing  of  both  sides  of  each  coin  is  given, 
showing  any  inscription  that  may  be  found  upon  it.  The  areas  of 
the  coin  are  numbered  and  a corresponding  reading  in  modem  Turkish 
for  each  part  is  given.  There  are  various  tables  dealing  with  the 
cities,  dates  and  rulers  which  are  concerned.  Then  at  the  end  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  each  coin  is  portrayed  in  a series  of  plates. 

I am  informed  by  an  American  collector,  who  buys  Islamic  coins  for 
the  American  Numismatic  Society,  that  the  book  is  a good  one  and  a 
valuable  addition  to  tslamic  Numismatics,  dealing  as  it  does  with 
a very  obscure  period. 

I have  used  modern  Turkish  spelling  throughout. 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  19^7 


HITLER'S  REVENGE  (Continued  from  page  335): 


of  Hitler  are  commemorated  on  a group  of  porcelain  crown  size  medals 
minted  for  Munich  from  1938-1942  (see  Scheuch's  book  on  porcelain 
medals  of  Germany  - #’s  1859-1882).  Although  scarce,  most  types  are 
not  all  that  rare  in  comparison  to  other  porcelain  medals  of  that 
and  preceding  periods;  however,  when  offered,  the  pieces  of  this 
series  do  command  a higher  premium  because  of  the  demand  of  a large 
number  of  Nazi  memorabilia  collectors  who  feel  compelled  to  add  one 
or  more  of  these  pieces  to  their  collection.  The  obverse  of  this 
medal  shows  the  historic  train  coach  with  the  inscription  --  "The 
disarmament  of  France,  25  June  1940  A.M.,  1 hour  and  35  minutes. 

The  imposed  Dictatorship  of  1918  is  avenged!".  The  reverse  of  this 
medal  shows  the  swastika  with  the  inscription  --  "That  which  obliged 
us  to  go  to  war  has  turned  out  glorious;  it  is  our  destiny  to  be 
victorious . " 
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PAPER  OR  COIRS? 


STAMPS  USED  AS  MONEY 


by  I.  Co  G.  Campbell,  Curator  of  Numismatics  and  Philatelies, 

State  Museum,  University  of  Nebraska 

With  reference  to  my  recent  short  article  on  this  subject  (NI 
Bulletin,  September  1975);  the  following  "p.s."  may  interst  readers, 
particularly  those  who  collect  paper  money. 

With  reference  to  Ottoman  Empire  stamps  so  used,  in  his  recent  book, 
World  Paper  Money,  Albert  Pick  so  classifies  such  stamps.  He  men- 
tions three,  nos.  57-59:  the  5 para  pink  (gun  emplacement,  Scott 

No.  ?),  the  10  para  green  (Scott  No.  550)  and  the  10  para  on  1 pi- 
astre (Scott  No.  ?).  The  latter  he  mentions  as  having  a smaller 
overprint  of  the  denomination,  and  the  crescent,  perhaps  a proof 
print.  From  a point  of  view  of  the  stamp  collector,  as  well  as  the 
paper  money  collector,  it  is  a pity  it  is  not  clear  as  to  which 
these  stamps  are.  Scott  does  mention  No.  5^9;  brown  red,  the  same 
series  as  No.  550;  as  having  been  so  used.  Revenue  stamps  are  not 
listed  (except  when  used  postally),  but  if  it  had  been,  it  would 
appear  under  Saudi  Arabia.  It  is  probably,  the  same  revenue  stamp 
in  Pulhan  which  I listed  in  my  article. 

Incidentally,  the  standard  work  on  Ottoman  paper  money  (in  Turkish), 
Dr.  Mine  Erol’s  book  "Kagit  Para",  does  not  list  any  of  these,  only 
bank  notes.  Neither  does  Olcer,  but  then  his  book  starts  too  late. 

Dr.  Pick  does  list  the  similar  use  of  such  stamps  from  other 
countries.  If  the  stamp  catalogue  numbers  had  also  been  given,  the 
book  would  be  more  helpful  in  this  respect. 


NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  310 ) : 
PHILIPPINES 

Y55  1 Sentimo  1975;  Aluminum  (16.5mm,  square  planchet) 

Y56  5 Sentimos  1975;  Brass,  (19mm,  scalloped  planchet) 

Y57  10  Sentimos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (l8mm) 

Y58  25  Sentimos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (21mm) 

Y59  1 Piso  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm) 

Y60  5 Piso  1975;  Nickel  (36mm) 

Y61  25  Piso  1975;  *500  Silver  (38mm) 

Y62  50  Piso  1975;  *925  Silver  (40mm) 

(Y55-62:  New  Coinage) 

Y63  1000  Piso  1975;  -900  Gold  (27.74mm) 

Third  Year  New  Society  Commemorative 

SOUTH  KOREA 

Y8  100  Won  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (30mm) 

30th  Anniversary  of  Independence  Commemorative 

YEMEN  (San1 a)  - Correction 

(The  September  1975  NI  Bulletin  listed  the  new  decimal  coinage  as 
numbers  32  through  36.  This  should  have  been  numbers  33  through 

37c) 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Y47  5 Dinara  1975,  Copper-Nickel-Zinc  (27.5mm) 
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THE  NUMISMATIC  CIRCIE  --  AN  EXCELLENT  CLUB  FOR  TRADERS 


by  Jerry  Remick,  Quebec,  Canada 

I highly  recommend  membership  in  THE  NUMISMATIC  CIRCLE  to  you  if 
you  enjoy  trading.  You  receive  almost  full  catalogue  value  for  your 
duplicates  and  sometimes  more  and  then  you  can  select  duplicates  of 
other  members  from  the  monthly  mimeographed  lists  that  you  receive. 

The  trading  pool  of  the  "Circle"  works  very  simply.  You  send  your 
duplicate  coins,  banknotes  or  medals  to  Mr.  Frederick  C.  Stone,  62 
Alexandra  Road,  London,  SW  19  7LB,  England,  the  founder  and  principal 
member  of  the  "Circle".  Mr.  Stone  send  you  an  invoice  listing  the 
material  you  sent  and  the  value  at  which  it  will  be  listed  in  the 
next  listing  sent  to  members.  This  is  your  trading  credit  and  you 
may  use  this  credit  to  purchase  items  from  the  monthly  lists.  If 
you  do  not  have  enough  credit,  you  may  pay  for  items.  Presently, 
most  of  the  material  is  banknotes,  but  also  some  coins. 

The  "Circle"  is  ideal  for  the  beginner  as  well  as  the  advanced  col- 
lector. It  permits  you  to  dispose  of  your  duplicates  at  near  cata- 
logue and  get  items  you  need.  Crowns  are  now  much  in  demand. 

The  criteria  for  membership  is  to  be  a good  trader,  buyer,  or  seller. 
Each  member  is  put  on  a probationary  one  year's  membership. 

With  today's  high  prices,  many  of  us  have  forgotten  the  pleasures  of 
trading  and  some  have  never  known  them.  Here  is  a chance  for  one  of 
the  fun  aspects  of  the  hobby,  which  is  trading,  and  being  sure  you 
are  receiving  just  compensation  for  your  extras. 

Mr.  Frederick  C.  Stone  is  the  principal  member  and  the  hard  working 
manager,  who  is  devoted  to  the  idea  that  trading  is  an  excellent  way 
for  collectors  to  get  items  they  need  inexpensively  and  dispose  of 
their  duplicates  at  a fair  price.  Mr.  Stone  is  a member  of  the  four 
major  banknote  societies  in  the  world.  The  "Circle^1  existing  solely 
for  trading,  was  founded  in  1969*  All  printed  material  is  sent  air 
mail,  Mr.  Stone  personally  answers  each  letter.  Each  member  re- 
ceives a great  deal  of  printed  data  for  his  small  membership  fee. 
Besides  the  monthly  mimeographed  list  of  coins,  banknotes,  tokens 
and  medals  available,  each  member  receives  a large  printed  member- 
ship card,  the  Quarterly  Newsletter,  a copy  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  The  Numismatic  Circle's  International  Trading  Pool  and  the 
members  handbook.  All  of  this  for  the  yearly  dues  of  £l  for  British 
collectors,  £2  for  European  collectors  and  £2,  50  for  collectors  in 
other  countries.  Most  of  this  money  goes  for  postage  and  paper. 
Dealers  are  welcome  to  join  at  £l,  50  for  British,  £3  for  European, 
and  £3,75  for  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  "Circle"  is  the  most  efficiently  run  numismatic  society  I have 
as  yet  encountered  and  I highly  recommend  it  to  all  numismatists. 


PUBLICATION  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NI  BULLETIN;  The  Friday  following  the 
second  Wednesday  of  each  month  is  the  deadline  for  material  to  be 
published  in  the  NI  Bulletin  for  the  following  month. 
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Member  Notice  Page 

Steve  Willing,  2315  Dwight  Way,  #202,  Berkeley,  Calif.  94704: 

WANTED --Correspondence  with  collectors  interested  in  buying/trading/ 
selling  Mexican  paper  money,  and  also  any  literature  dealing  with 
same.  Please  note  my  new  address. 

V.  R.  Walrafen,  1130  East  3^-th  Terrace,  Topeka,  Kansas  66605: 

Any  junior  member  who  will  send  me  a theme  on  any  subject  even 
faintly  connected  to  the  Mexican  Revolution  will  be  the  proud  owner 
of  a revolutionary  specimen  the  value  of  which  will  depend  solely 
upon  our  opinion  of  how  much  he  has  learned  in  writing  the  theme 
and  how  interested  he  really  is.  Be  sure  to  send  a self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  for  us  to  use  in  sending  their  specimen  as  all 
juniors  will  receive  one  if  they  make  any  effort  at  all. 

William  H.  McDonald,  P.  0.  Box  70^-;  Station  B,  Willowdale,  Ontario, 
Canada  M2K  2P9:  The  November  meeting  of  the  newly  formed  TORONTO 

PAPER  MONEY  GROUP  is  tentatively  scheduled  for  Saturday,  November  22, 
at  2:00  p.m.  in  the  Varley  Room  at  the  Hotel  Toronto  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  Please  write  for  further  information  about  the  GROUP. 

Colin  Tuttle,  P.  0.  Box  2963;  Houston,  Texas:  The  GREATER  HOUSTON 

COIN  CLUB  INVITES  YOU  TO  EXHIBIT  at  their  19th  Annual  Show,  Shamrock 
Hilton  Hotel,  January  30;  31;  February  1,  1976.  For  more  information, 
please  write. 

Milt  Blackburn,  Box  58014,  Station  C,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada  V6P  6C5: 
I need  the  following  British  Honduras  coins  to  complete  a Queen 
Elizabeth  II  set  in  BU  only:  1 cent  - 1958,  1959;  5 cents  1956,  1958, 

1959;  1961;  10  cents  1959;  25  cents  i960.  Does  anyone  have  these  BU 
coins  in  their  collection?  Also  wanted:  most  pre-1972  British 

Honduras  paper  money. 


COIN  LEGENDS  I 
by  David  Block 

When  no  news  is  available  journalists  make  up  stories;  paper  doesn't 
care  what  is  printed  on  it.  Popular  articles  on  numismatics  are 
similar,  and  many  legends  appear  in  so  many  places  that  the  unsus- 
pecting reader  may  be  fooled  into  believing  they  must  be  true. 

A common  but  erroneous  story  runs  to  the  effect  that  the  Roman  emper- 
ors collected  coins.  This  story  can  be  traced  back  to  the  author, 
Suetonius,  the  biographer  of  The  Twelve  Caesars . In  discussing  the 
Emperor  Augustus,  Suetonius  tells  of  the  trick  gifts  that  that  emper- 
or gave  during  the  Saturnalia,  the  Roman  Halloween  or  April  Fool's 
Day.  One  sort  of  gift  he  gave  was  worthless  money,  either  obsolete 
or  foreign.  Some  early  numismatic  writer  incorrectly  reasoned  that 
if  the  Emperor  gave  away  coins  he  was  a coin-collector,  and  thus  the 
story  was  born.  It  says  little  for  the  perspicuity  of  those  who 
have  repeated  this  story,  since  it  displays  a failure  to  understand 
the  nature  of  the  Roman  Saturnalia  and  the  habits  of  most  coin-collect 
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